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The practice of dedicating terracotta figurines as votive offerings in Greek sanctuaries took off in
the early Archaic period, blossomed through the Classical period, and underwent various types of
local uses before declining and going out of use, primarily in the Late Hellenistic period. But why
were these particular objects so popular for votive dedications? When studying the life-cycle of
the figurines from their production to commodification, through dedication and mediation, till the
end of use and discarding, many aspects are revealed that allow us to understand the multiple
benefits of these mouldmade votive clay objects. This paper will go through the characteristics of
the figurines that led to their immense use, and discuss how they functioned as both commodities
and cultic objects, and through their use actively worked as identity markers, public
communicators as well as mediators between the deities and the dedicators.

THE DANISH INSTITUTE AT ATHENS \v/
HEREFONDOS 14 | AGIAS AIKATERINIS SQR | PLAKA | SN/42
| R TN

www.diathens.gr | (+30) 2103244644



