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Throughout antiquity, this region was a dynamic mceting placc for eastern and western civilizations. Comprehcnsive and
valuable research has been carried out on many individual sites in Karia and the Dodekanese, but the results have rarely
been brought together in an attempt to paint a larger picture of the culture of this region. Vol I examines and contrasts
developments inliterature, philosophy, art,architectureand cconomy before and after the fourth century’ lonian Renaissance,
and the influences of the Hekatomnid family and Alexander the Great on the dynamics of urbanism and cultural centres.
Itis clear that close relations existed between the Dodekanese and western Asia Minor during the Classical period (Vol. 1),
but these relations were eVidently further strengthened under the shifting political influences of the Hellenistic kings, the
Roman Empire, and the cosmopolitan late antique period. Vol Il demonstrates how the sea did not constitute an obstacle to
interaction between societies and cultures, but an effective means of communication for the exchange of goods, sculptural

styles, architectural techniques, ideasand people among the cities and settlements of the area
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